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This month’s Newsletter 

The Newsletter looks different this time, primarily because the organisation of the Bedford RoSPA 
Drivers Group has changed significantly over the past couple of months. Full details are included on 
pages 2, 3 and 4, but in summary: 

 In view of the lack of attendees at our bi-monthly meetings the committee decided at its last 
meeting to cease them. That is why there is no Next Meeting announcement in this Newsletter. 

 RoSPA are now formalising its relationship by affiliation with Groups like Bedford. 

 To remain affiliated with RoSPA we need to accept RoSPA’s Constitution. 

 The affiliation application form has to be submitted by 1 April 2018; that is, before our next AGM. 

 On the other hand we do not have to affiliate but can operate as an advanced driver group 
independently. In that case we would need to advertise and have our own insurance, and would 
no longer receive enquiries through RoSPA. 

 For these reasons it was necessary to call an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) on 
21 November 2016 to agree the best way forward for the membership. 

 At the EGM it was unanimously agreed that the Group stays with RoSPA. 

 It was also unanimously agreed that the committee be authorised to make necessary changes to 
the constitution to enable affiliation. 

 In the committee meeting that followed on 30 January 2018 it was established that our 
Constitution has been rewritten to be in accordance with RoSPA’s Constitution; in fact, very few 
changes to our Constitution were needed. Also there will be a new category of member, namely 
'Social', for anyone with an interest in the Group but who does not wish to take the test or no 
longer wishes to retest. Finally the full list of committee members has been announced. This 
includes four new members who volunteered at the EGM. 

Other items included in this Newsletter include a couple of interesting pieces on online reporting of road 
accidents. 

Ian Wade, newsletter@roada-bedford.org.uk 
 
NEWSFLASH: How do you fancy driving a police car? According to the Daily Telegraph (3 February 
2018), volunteer drivers are sought so police are free to use the phone in the car. If you are over 25, 
have a clean driving licence and good knowledge of the Highway Code you can apply for the unpaid job 
which will “be for the benefit of policing and contributing directly to improving the effectiveness of police 
officer time”. How about that for improving your street cred! The only minor snag is you will need to 
relocate to the policing area involved: Avon and Somerset. Perhaps the Beds/Herts Roads Policing Unit 
would be interested in setting up a similar scheme in our area? 
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MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL MEETING 
 
21 NOVEMBER 2017 
By Stan Jones, Group Secretary 
 
 
Minutes of meeting held at Bedford Athletic 
Stadium at 20:00 at which there were 14 
members present.  Chairman Andrew McGrorey 
(AM) presided with Secretary Stan Jones (SJ). 
 

1. AM introduced himself and SJ and 
members were welcomed and thanked 
for attending.  AM advised that the 
meeting had been called by the 
committee at its last meeting. There is 
concern about the lack of numbers 
attending the meetings and lack of 
members’ involvement.  Also RoSPA are 
introducing a new relationship with its 
groups. For these reasons the group is at 
a watershed. 

2. AM said the aims for tonight’s meeting 
was for a discussion on the way forward. 
It would appear that some other local 
groups ceased having regular meetings 
some time ago, and also for the members 
to understand implications of affiliation 
with RoSPA or not. 

 
Andrew McGrorey then handed over to Stan 
Jones who gave more detailed information. 
 
MEETINGS 

 In view of the lack of attendees at the bi-
monthly meetings the committee decided 
at its last meeting to cease them.  No 
ongoing bookings have been made for 
the room.  The room will be booked for 
the AGM on Tuesday 15th May 

 Social meetings may be arranged or 
speakers welcomed on an ad hoc basis. 

 Not just lack of attendees at the meetings 
but also the lack of any members 
prepared to help manage the group by 
joining its committee. 

 Before deciding how the group should 
plan for the future the members must 
become involved otherwise it will cease to 
exist. 

 Two Officers are resigning at the next 
AGM and SJ had been wanting to finish 
for some time but will continue for the 
moment.  

 All these points must be addressed 
before any other decisions can be made 
regarding the Group’s future. 

 
RoSPA AFFILIATION 

 The Group has been linked to RoSPA 
since its inauguration in 1996. 

 RoSPA are now formalising its 
relationship with Groups by affiliation. I 
have just received the affiliation 
application form which has to be 
submitted by 1st April, i.e. before our next 
AGM hence this meeting was called.  

 I have not studied the final application but 
understand from draft copies that we as a 
Group would qualify for affiliation with 
little change. Our procedures and Tutor 
qualifications comply. 

 We would need to accept RoSPA’s 
constitution but although much longer 
than ours the meanings are not too 
dissimilar to our current one which was 
provided originally by RoSPA anyway. 

 We do not have to affiliate but can 
operate as an advanced driver group 
independently.  Associates can still apply 
to take the RoSPA test. 

 Downside is we would need to advertise 
and have our own insurance.  We would 
no longer receive enquiries through 
RoSPA 

 
WHAT NEXT 

 Firstly we have to ensure that there will 
be sufficient members involved in 
committee 

 If this is the case we then have to decide 
whether to affiliate with RoSPA or go on 
our own. 

 If we cease as a Group our funds must 
be returned to RoSPA.  If we remain as a 
Group either independently or with 
RoSPA we retain our funds. 

 If we decide to go independent then a 
new constitution will need to be written.  
Insurance will need to be arranged and 
other administrative needs dealt with. 

 If we decide to affiliate with RoSPA that is 
somewhat easier, but will need to 
complete the application form over the 
next few months. 

 There are optional changes that could be 
made to our constitution regarding 
Officers and meetings. 

 We will have to provide training to ADIs. 
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 Currently we have four Officers who must 
be full members of RoSPA. Only three 
Officers are required by RoSPA but only 
the chairman and one other committee 
member must be full RoSPA members.  
This means neither the Secretary nor 
Treasurer need be full members which is 
good for the future. We have a Training 
Officer which I suggest should be 
retained and of course must be a full 
member. 

 The committee must consist of three 
Officers and at least two others. Quorum 
for meetings is three, one of whom must 
be Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer plus 
two others (currently five).  

 
Andrew McGrorey then invited questions and 
discussions. 

Clive Croot asked about finance and if we have 
good funds, he was assured we have very good 
funds. Are there any financial implications 
affiliating with RoSPA? SJ advised there are 
none. 

Tony Glasson asked if there were job descriptions 
of the Officer’s Rolls. AM, SJ and Richard Hales 
(Treasurer) gave brief details of their 
responsibilities. 

SJ said that most activities were arranging and 
supporting meetings and committee meetings.  
Carrying out requests from committee as 
necessary. Meetings as the EGM has a workload 
as will affiliation with RoSPA but these are rare 
tasks. There are quiet periods. 

RH explained he is the first point of contact with 
new members and he maintains the master 
membership list. Annually requests renewals of 
Group membership. Pays any expenditure and 
produces year end accounts. Martin Kidds asked 
if members’ numbers fluctuate, it is considered 
that they remain fairly steady year on year. Ian 
Wade advised we send out over 40 e-mails and 
post 20 newsletters. 

AM Represents the group and maintains a 
contact with like parties e.g. Road Victims Trust. 

Alan Freeman advised his webmaster duty and 
knowledge of HTML needed. 

Rosemary Whittington confirmed her previous 
conversation with SJ that she would like to join 
the committee. 

David Worgan also expressed he would like to 
join and would be prepared to be Treasurer after 
the AGM provided the group stays with RoSPA. 

Ian Wade commented on the size of RoSPA and 
its lack of publicity. He enquired of the size of the 
Advanced Driving section. SJ responded that it is 
a small department but twice what it was a few 
years ago. AM also explained about its 
commercial fleet driver training and the publicity 
that Roadsmart appear to achieve over and 
above RoSPA. 

Tony Glasson questioned the ability of the Group 
to deal with an influx of new members. SJ 
advised that we have suitably qualified Advanced 
Tutors/Diplomas to train and appoint new Tutors. 
No new publicity should be planned until new 
Tutors are appointed. Then the committee can 
consider how to proceed. In the past we have 
used the Better Driving Course. 

 
Proposal from Tony Glasson that the Group 
stays with RoSPA, seconded by David Worgan 
and unanimously agreed. 

Proposal from Martin Kidds that the committee 
be authorised to make necessary changes to the 
constitution to enable affiliation without the need 
to call another EGM, seconded by Clive Croot 
and unanimously agreed. Tony Glasson and Clive 
Croot agreed to join the committee. 

Martin Kidds said how important it is to have a 
good webmaster who keeps the web updated. 

SJ advised that committee meetings are held 6 
times a year but the days can be changed to suit 
the overall committee. 

The Chairman thanked all for attending and for 
their support and input. Meeting closed at 21:12. 
 

 
  

 
 
Chairman Andrew McGrorey and Secretary Stan 
Jones deep in thought at the EGM 
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Committee Meeting on 30 January 
2018 

Notes by Stan Jones, Secretary 

Terry Barfoot 

Regrettably we have to report that Terry Barfoot, 
a onetime committee member, passed away on 
Monday 22 January 2018 following a severe 
stroke. His funeral will be at the Bedford 
Crematorium on Tuesday 20 February 2018 at 
12:15pm. 

 
           Terry Barfoot 

 

The Committee 

The committee is now stronger following the 
addition of four new members who volunteered at 
the EGM. They are Clive Croot, Tony Glasson, 
Rosemary Whittington and David Worgan. As 
a reminder the other committee members are 
Andrew McGrory (Chairman), Stan Jones 
(Secretary), Richard Hales (Treasurer), Paul 
Millbank (Training Officer), Alan Freeman 
(Webmaster) and Ann Essen. Committee 
meetings continue to be held bi-monthly at Elstow 
Abbey church. 

 

Driver Training 

Planning of training by Paul Millbank for tutors is 
approved and will progress. Tutors will hear from 
Paul in due course. The training will take place at 
Millbrook Proving Ground. 

Once Paul has that underway he is also 
progressing the training of two new tutors in 
accordance with RoSPA guidelines. The two 
potential tutors are David Worgan and Martin 
Kidds. 

 

RoSPA Bedford AGM 

The AGM date is proposed for Tuesday 15 May 
2018 subject to availability of accommodation.  

Training Coordinator 

Stan Jones continues to fulfil the role of Training 
Coordinator in the absence of any volunteers so if 
anyone would like to get more involved give him a 
call. 

 

Affiliation of the Group to RoSPA 

Preparations are underway for application to 
RoSPA for affiliation of the Group. Inspection of 
accounts is being organised by an independent 
person. The constitution has been rewritten.  
Member details are being prepared by category.  
There is a new category of member, namely 
'Social' for anyone with an interest in the Group 
but who does not wish to take the test or no 
longer wishes to retest. 

 

Post of Treasurer 

At the EGM you may remember our Treasurer 
Richard Hales said he would not stand for the 
next term. Good progress is being made with his 
replacement and our thanks go to Richard for his 
support and cooperation. 

 

 

  RoSPA is now on Facebook 

By Amy Brant, RoSPA  

I am delighted to confirm we have set up a 
nationwide RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders 
Facebook group, attached to the RoSPA 
Facebook page. It is open for all RoADAR 
members, and anyone interested in advanced 
driving or riding to share ideas, events, advice 
etc. 

Here is the page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161699161113584/ 
or type in RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders 
into your facebook.  

Please feel free to add yourself to the page and 
share with your group including any colleagues or 
contacts who are part of road safety, or may be 
interested in taking up advanced driving and 
riding.    

I shall look forward to seeing you and others on 
the site. 
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  Crashmap showing locations of accidents of varying degrees of severity in Bedford in the past five years

Crashmap 

A website showing exact road 
accident locations 

By Ian Wade, Editor 

While recently browsing the web I accidentally 
stumbled on this site: 

http://www.crashsite.co.uk 

You can select several options: 

 any location in the UK, by place name or 
postcode 

 any particular year(s), from 1999 to 2017 

 accident severity (slight, serious or fatal) 

 various casualty types, including pedal cycle, 
child, motorcycle or pedestrian (or all types) 

 various vehicle types, including pedal cycle, 
motor cycle, car, goods vehicle, bus, young 
driver (or all types) 

You can then click on any incident icon to reveal 
more details of the accident (exact date, severity 
etc). 

CrashMap uses data collected by the police about 
road traffic crashes occurring on British roads 
where someone is injured. This data is approved 
by the National Statistics Authority and reported 
on by the Department for Transport each year. 
Northern Ireland data is not provided proactively 
and has been obtained through an FoI request.  

Incidents are plotted to within 10 metres of their 
location and as such, can sometimes appear to 
be off the carriageway when zoomed in very 
closely. The data includes all incidents up to the 
end of the previous year and will be updated as 
soon as the latest data is released by the 
Department for Transport (usual in June or July).  

This tool could be particularly useful if you are 
preparing a case for changes at accident 
blackspots. 
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Government launches consultation on 
proposals to allow drivers to report 
accidents online  

Drivers could soon be able to report accidents 
online, making it quicker and easier, under new 
proposals by the Department for Transport. 

Many police forces already allow victims to report 
crimes online and this could be extended to 
crashes in a bid to modernise the service, Roads 
Minister Jesse Norman will tell the National 
Roads Policing Conference today (30 January 
2018). 

 

 
Roads Minister Jesse Norman at the National 
Roads Policing Conference 

 

The move would lessen the burden on motorists 
who have to report a crash in person within 24 
hours, cut the need for people to take time off 
work and also free up police resources. People 
will still be able to report crashes at police 
stations. 

Transport Minister Jesse Norman, who is today 
launching a consultation into the plans, will say: 

“Our roads are among the safest in the world, in 
part due to the outstanding work of traffic officers. 

“However, the current system is out of date; it 
takes up considerable amounts of time and 
increases queues for reporting crimes. 

“The ability to report accidents online will make 
the whole process quicker and easier for both 
drivers and the police.” 

More than 130,000 personal injury accidents are 
reported to the police each year with most 
recorded by an officer at the scene. But around 
20% of these are made at police stations. A 
further 55,000 damage-only crashes were also 
reported over the counter in 2015. 

Jesse Norman will also announce an updated 
system for officers to record crashes, which is 
being developed by the Department for Transport 
and will be free for all police forces. 

The new Collision Reporting and Sharing System 
(CRASH) will see officers use an app on a 
handheld device to fill in details of accidents at 
the scene with accurate locations. 

This will not only make the process quicker and 
save police time, but highways authorities will 
also be able to access accurate and up-to-date 
information, meaning councils can better plan 
safety improvements and in a shorter time. 

Chief Constable Anthony Bangham, Roads 
Policing Lead for the National Police Chiefs’ 
Council said: 

“We always welcome ideas which enable the 
public to be better served. Online collision 
reporting will greatly benefit members of the 
public and also enable officers to deal more 
quickly with their collision reports, meaning they 
can spend less time on paperwork and more time 
on police work.” 

If supported in the 12-week consultation, police 
forces in England, Scotland and Wales will be 
able to adopt online reporting. 

 

[I wonder what provisions the proposed online 
system has for identifying sources of hoax online 
accident reports. The current 999 system, 
although cumbersome, allows police to identify 
the telephone caller’s phone number, which can 
later be traced if the call turns out to be a hoax.  

With online reporting, however, it will be virtually 
impossible to track down hoax callers. For 
example it would take only a handful of hoax 
callers working in unison to report a “serious 
accident” somewhere. This could result in police, 
ambulance and fire services being deployed 
needlessly to a non-existent “accident” location, 
perhaps even drawing attention and resources 
away from a real incident happening elsewhere. 
Ian Wade, Editor]. 

 

 

Newsletters by Post or Email? 

If you receive the RoSPA Bedford Newsletters 
through the post but already have a computer or 
other device with email, you can ask to receive 
them by email instead if you prefer.  

Just send me a quick email and I will switch you 
over to the email distribution list. All emails are 
sent as “Blind Copy” (Bcc) messages, so nobody 
else on the list can see your email address. 

Ian Wade, newsletter@roada-bedford.org.uk 

 


