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Welcome to the March 2022 issue of the Bedford Group of the
RoSPA Advanced Drivers Newsletter.

Main topics:
Chairman’s chatter
Committee meeting – 29.03.22 via Skype
AGM 17th May 8pm- 9pm Face to face meeting- Venue to be confirmed
“View from the East” (January edition 2022) Simon Burgin Regional Coordinator
Snippets
Quiz

Val Jones

March 2022
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Committee meeting held 29th March via Skype

The committee discussed updates in
preparation for our AGM and plans to share
news of the group at Elstow May Festival

due to be held on Saturday 7th May at
Elstow church
There will be a variety of entertainment and
stalls so do pop along to say hello between
12 0 clock and 4pm.
Next Committee meeting is scheduled for 24th May
8pm.
__________________________________________

AGM – Tuesday 17th May 8pm – 9pm
Our next AGM is due to be held face to
face so look out for the confirmation
of venue. There will be cake!
A confirmation of venue will be sent
out via e mail
Val Jones Newsletter Editor

new and very unwelcome meaning to the phrase
'defensive driving'.
Closer to home we are seeing the cost of living rise,
including fuel (notwithstanding the temporary cut in
fuel duty). As many struggle to pay bills one concern
is that some will feel forced to cut corners when it
comes to vehicle maintenance. For example I've
seen fears voiced that cash-strapped drivers may
resort to buying part worn tyres, viewed by some
road safety experts as potential 'death traps'. We
know when times are hard it's still important if you're
running a car to maintain it well. The other skills
we're taught such as anticipation and planning and
mechanical sympathy will hopefully help us a little to
keep our costs down, as well as to stay safe and
enjoy our driving. Those with electric or hybrid
vehicles may again be feeling the benefit - Val has
included an interesting feature on the charging
infrastructure for them and how it is developing.
Our thoughts I'm sure will be with those suffering in
an unpredictable world. I hope in our small way our
group can offer some solace for our members in
keeping us safe and more in control of our own
destiny on the roads. We also have at least one
Associate who we hope may be close to be putting
in for their test. We wish them best of luck and hope
to be able to share some good news with you soon.

______________________________________________

Take care and thanks as ever for your support.
Chairman’s Chatter
Welcome to another issue of our newsletter, as
always Val has done a great job pulling together lots
of interesting and varied material.

Martin Kidds (Chairman and Secretary)

__________________________________________
Last time I wrote one of these we were seeing
disruption to fuel supplies and changes to the
Highway Code were coming into force designed to
protect vulnerable road users. This time we have
another Highway Code update, this time tightening
the law still further prohibiting use of mobile phones
while driving. The big news of course that we have
all watched aghast has been the horrors of the war
in Ukraine. I find myself imagining what it would be
like to pack up the car and flee home under threat of
attack, not knowing if or when you'll return and what
you'll encounter on your journey. It gives a whole

Reminder
If you are waiting to be allocated a tutor you are
advised to purchase and read the current edition of
Roadcraft (2020) and The Highway Code (2015).
When you are allocated a tutor you are advised to
make contact within a four week period.
Drives can be arranged at a mutually convenient
time. If contact has not been made within the four
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week period you may be put back on the waiting list
to allow another member access.
Remember to forward details on your test passes,
dates and grades to secretary@roadabedford.org.uk) to ensure we have the correct details
and can celebrate your successes. We also wanted
to highlight that the group offers an observed drive to
members ahead of a retest. If we have the relevant
details we can anticipate a request may be
forthcoming.
Have you been notified by RoSPA that you are
due a retest?
If so, let us know if you would like to book an
observed drive through the Training Co ordinator?
training@roada-bedford.org.uk
______________________________________________

View from the East: January 2022
By Simon Burgin
Regional Co-ordinator
Hello and welcome.
In the news:
Panorama – BBC1 – Not every bodies essential
viewing but the programme that aired just a few
weeks ago reported on the demise of the ‘Traffic
Cop’ or ‘Roads Policing Officer’ and the direct
correlation between on road offending and risk
taking. Her Majesties Inspectorate of
Constabularies who featured on the programme
did not believe the numbers will change in the

near future as it is an operational decision for
Chief Constables.
The programme stated that Fatal and Serious
Injury collisions are on the rise, and I can
without doubt back that statistic. Across
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, and
Hertfordshire we will see a rise in Fatal and
Serious Injury RTC’s many of which as
previously reported here, are because of Drink
and/or Drug Driving, Mobile Phone Use and
Failing to Wear a Seatbelt.
Up until now the national strategy for this is to
deploy speed camera vans at various locations
to catch speeders and deal with the “speeding
issue”. This does not tackle any of the causes
above, and the lack of a real deterrent never
will. When I started on Traffic (Roads Policing)
in 2002 we had between 12-14 RPU vehicles
across Cambridgeshire, dedicated to denying
criminal use of our roads. We now patrol the
same area with between 3 or 4.
Advanced Driver and Rider training has never
been so important; it keeps you safer on our
roads and puts your skill set well above the
average driver you share the road with.
The Highway Code – Hierarchy of Road User
Across the top of the highway code booklet are
small pictograms of each main road user. These
are in order of vulnerability and have now been
bought into focus with real guidance changes
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Across the top of the highway -code booklet are
small These are in order of pictograms of each

Please take time to familiarise yourself with the
new guidance.
Driver and Rider Training/Testing

main road user.
.

New Junction Priorities for pedestrians, up to
date guidance for cycling, safe passage and
maintaining safe overtaking space. These are
just a few examples.
One update I do like is the “Dutch Reach”, I
have used this for many years. What this
encourages is you to use the hand furthest from
your door you wish to open on your vehicle ie.
Open your driver’s door with your left hand, not
your right hand. This does two things – 1. It
restricts your ability to open the door very wide
2. It rotates your shoulders to the right and thus
assists you having a proper look over your right
shoulder before doing so. Try it!! (see below)

I have been motorcycle and car testing this
week and have several booked for next week.
You have a choice to wear a mask if you wish
on test, I still do (not for Motorcycle tests).
Take care and stay safe and I will catch up with
you soon.
Simon.
Simon Burgin
Eastern Region
Co-Ordinator
Resources
Please remember the free RoSPA e-newsletter
covering all safety matters including road-safety

Important notice:

for all RoADAR members.

The updated Highway Code is due to be
released in April 2022. I have pre ordered my
copy!
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RoSPA's premier health & safety newsletter
brings you the very latest safety news, expert

Who speeds?

views and advice.

On 30 mph roads in built up areas 56% of car drivers
exceed the speed limit

Every issue includes news on road safety,

On single carriageway 60mph roads 12% of drivers
speed

workplace, home and public safety, also details
of events you will find interesting! When you sign
up you'll receive access to an exclusive
collection of e- books covering a wide range of
health and safety topics.
Don't miss out, sign-up via
https://www.rospa.com/safety-matters
Also remember to check out the members Benefit
Platform too!

Take care and stay safe
Simon.
Simon Burgin
Eastern Region Co-Ordinator

On motorways 53% of car drivers exceed the 70mph
speed limit
Types of speed -related crashes
Most collisions involve loss of control usually on a bend.
Other reasons include vehicles travelling around blind
bends, or following other vehicles too closely
Collisions are more likely on unclassified rural roads.
Male drivers under 30 years old and especially under 21
years old were more likely to be involved in speed related
collisions.
Car drivers and motorcyclists were more likely to be
involved in speed related collisions than drivers of other
vehicles.
Drivers who crashed while exceeding the speed limit were
more likely to be assigned contributory factors such as
aggressive driving, careless, reckless or in a hurry,
impaired by alcohol or in a stolen vehicle.

Another information sheet you can download
from the RoADA website

Road Safety Factsheet –
Inappropriate speed factsheet
This detailed factsheet runs into eight pages (9 pages
including references) It is well worth a full read, but here is
a summary.
Higher speeds cause more accidents.
Drivers have less time to react. It removes the drivers
safety margin and turns near misses into crashes.

How can speed related accidents be reduced?
Through driver education – changing attitudes to
speeding. For drivers to understand and accept that
driving too fast increases the chance of being involved in
an accident.
Through driver Training – Speeding is a symptom of a
more general poor attitude to driving. Only 3% of drivers
take any further driving instruction after passing their test.
The DfT introduced driver rectification courses as an
alternative to prosecution e.g. the National Speed
Awareness Course which aims to raise awareness of
drivers to the dangers of inappropriate speed.
The Driving Test

Drivers who speed are more likely to commit other driving
violations such as red light running or driving too close.
On 20mph roads 87% of car drivers exceed the speed
limit

Over the last 15 years the driving test in Britain has been
enhanced including a Theory test, the Hazard Perception
Test, Pass Plus and Independent Driving where
candidates have to follow directions from a sat nav.
As of June 4th 2018 Learner car drivers can also take
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driving lessons on motorways if they are accompanied by
an approved driving instructor driving a vehicle fitted with
duel controls.

Snippet
The Independent 17 February 2022
Calls to create an electric car charge watchdog.
The Government should create an independent watchdog
to regulate electric car charging prices and ensue
widespread charge points across the UK, an industry
group said.
Figures from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and
Traders (SMMT) show plug in vehicles accounted for
more than one in six new cars registered in the U.K last
year.
The SMMT said growth is moving much faster than the roll
out of charge points, particularly in the North of England
compared to the South.
The industry called for the creation of a new regulatory
body called the Office of Charging – OfCharge- to monitor
the market, including charging price levels and
affordability, and to enforce regulated minimum standards.
“This would keep the consumer at the heart of
infrastructure planning and roll out to ensure every region
of the UK is in readiness for the end of sale of new petrol
and diesel cars in 2030, with a unified approach bringing
together drivers, charge point operators, energy
companies and local authorities, “ the SMMT said.
SMMT chief executive Mike Hawes said the industry”
needs more than automotive investment” to achieve the
transition smoothly.
“With clear, equivalent targets and support for operators
and local authorities that match consumer needs,
Government can ensure the UK has a charge point
network that makes electric mobility a reality for all, cutting
emissions, driving growth and supporting consumers
across the UK.”
______________________________________
Guardian 28 January 2022 (Article kindly forwarded by
Martin Kidds our chair and secretary)
Man driving for more than 70 years tells Notts police: ‘I’ve
never had a licence’
After stopping driver in his 80s in a supermarket car
park, officers discover he also never had insurance
Police officers stopped the man driving a three-door Mini
One in a Tesco Extra car park in the market town of
Bulwell.

A man stopped by police in Nottingham told officers he
had been driving without a licence or insurance for more
than 70 years.
Officers on a routine patrol said they were stunned when
they pulled over the driver in his 80s in a supermarket car
park. The man, born in 1938, told them he had not had a
driving licence or insurance since he was 12 years old,
and had avoided being stopped by police ever since.
Nottinghamshire police officers said they just happened to
pull over the man driving a three-door Mini One in a Tesco
Extra car park in the market town of Bulwell on
Wednesday.
Alongside the hashtag #rodehisluck, patrol officers wrote
on Facebook: “We can’t quite believe what happened
next, as the driver, who was born in 1938 (!!), coughed
that he had been driving with no licence and no insurance,
since he was 12 (yes TWELVE) years old ..... and
somehow had managed to never be stopped by the
police. (We’ll let you do the maths!!)
“Thankfully he had never had an accident, caused anyone
an injury, and never made anyone lose out financially, by
hitting them whilst uninsured!”
They added: “Due to the increased number of ANPR
[automatic number plate recognition] cameras in
Nottingham, even on the small trips, you are likely to hit a
camera, so make sure your documents are in order .....
because it will catch up with you ..... one day .....”
Driving without a licence attracts a punishment of between
three and six penalty points, depending on the nature of
the offence. It can also warrant an unlimited fine if the
driver has no insurance.
Police have the power to seize vehicles that are not
insured. In this case, officers did not say what punishment
the man received but hinted that he may have had to walk
home. They used the hashtag #cantpaywelltakeitaway
alongside a picture of his car.
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The Independent 25th March 2022

25th March 2022.Snippet from Road Safety
G.B in association with THINK (article
provided by Martin Kidds our secretary and Chair)

Contactless payments rolled out to boost electric vehicle
charging.

Hands on the wheel? Hands off Your Phone

______________________________________

Drivers of electric vehicles will be able to pay for charge
points using contactless payment as part of the
government plans to simplify the UK’s public charging
market.
The idea forms part of a new electric vehicle strategy
which will also lead to a tenfold expansion on the number
of public electric chargers, from 30,000 today to 300,000
by the end of the decade, the government said.
Sales of EV’s are growing quickly, with about 20 per cent
of new cars sold in the UK market now electric. But there
are fears that the infrastructure is not keeping pace, with
drivers complaining chargers are often slow, expensive
and difficult to access. The Government pledged to
streamline and expand the network simultaneously in the
hope that consumers will continue to switch to electric
motoring.
The charging industry has suffered growing pains. EV
drivers frequently report finding chargers out of service or
having to download dozens of dedicated phone apps to
access plug points. To improve customers’ experience,
ministers plan to force operators to allow all drivers to
make contactless payments, compare prices between
networks, and find nearby charge points easily. Operators
will also have to ensure chargers are working 99per cent
of the time.
Increasing the number of chargers for drivers without off
street parking – a third of all households- is also a priority.
A new £450m fund for councils will include money for rollout of on street chargers and local “charging hubs” for
residents.
But campaigners said EV drivers without off- street
parking will still be disadvantaged because the way the
electricity use is taxed – with 20 per cent VAT at a public
charger, but five per cent for domestic energy use.
“We are currently calling for the VAT that is currently
imposed on public chargers to be cut to five per cent,”
said Ginny Buckley, founder of Electrifying.com
Newsletter Editor

The Highway Code: update to rules on using
mobile phones From today (25 March), rules in
The Highway Code are coming into force to make
any hand-held use of a mobile phone while driving
illegal, except in limited circumstances.
The changes were supported by 80% of
respondents in a public consultation in 2021.
This means you must not use a device in your
hand for any reason, whether online or offline. The
law applies to you if you’re:
• supervising a learner driver
• stopped at traffic lights
• queuing in traffic
• driving a car that turns the engine off when you
stop moving
• holding and using a device that’s offline or in
flight mode
There are exceptions, such as if you need to call
999 or 112 in an emergency or making a
contactless payment in a vehicle that is not
moving.
You can find the full rules on using a phone, sat
nav or another device when driving on GOV.UK
The government’s award-winning THINK! team will
launch an awareness campaign today to remind
drivers not to use a hand-held phone at the wheel
and the penalties of choosing to ignore this new
law.
Why staying up to date is important
It's important that everyone – not just learner
drivers – understand their responsibility for the
safety of other road users.
Many of the rules in the code are legal
requirements, and if you disobey these rules
you’re committing a criminal offence.
If you do not follow the other rules in the code, it
can be used in evidence in court proceedings to
establish liability.
How to stay up to date
The full version of The Highway Code is available,
free of charge, on GOV.UK.

______________________________________________
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Quiz: ANSWERS to quiz in last edition
RoadCraft (2020)– Chapter 3 Information,
Observation and Anticipation.
P.47 What is a hazard?
A hazard is anything that can present actual
or potential danger
What are the three types of hazard listed in
Roadcraft?
1) Physical features( e.g.junctions, bends,
road surface)
2) The position or movement of other road
users (e.g. drivers, cyclists, pedestrians)
3) Weather conditions(e.g.icy road, poor
visibility)
What are the three stages of planning?
1) Anticipate hazards
2) Prioritise
3) Decide what to do
What is the purpose of your plan?
The purpose of the plan is to be in the correct
position at the correct speed with the correct
gear engaged at the correct time.
What is the safe stopping distance rule?
Always drive so you can stop safely within the
distance you can see to be clear on youir own
side of the road.
What are the three stages of planning?
I have provided the intial letter
1) Anticipate
2) Prioritise
3) Decide

Quiz answers to last issues quiz
(Chapter 5 - Roadcraft p 89 – 124)
Acceleration, using gears, braking and
steering.
1. What happens to tyre grip during
acceleration?
During acceleration the weight is lifted from the
front and pushed down on the back wheels
2. What is acceleration sense?
Acceleration sense is the ability to vary vehicle
speed in response to changing traffic or road
conditions by accurate use of the acceletator, so
that you use the brakes less or not at all
3. You’re driving on a straight road, but there’s a
bend ahead. What will happen if you keep the
same pressure on the accelerator as you go
around the bend?
If you keep the same pressure on the accelerator
as you go into and round the bend you will lose
road speed.
4. When does regenerative braking activate in
an electric car?
When you ease off the accelerator pedal.
5. What effects will sudden, sharp movements
on the accelerator have on your journey?
They’ll reduce tyre grip and jepoardise
steering control
6. What does thinking distance plus braking
distance equal?
Stopping distance.
7. On fast roads, you should leave a gap of at
least how many seconds between your
vehicle and the vehicle in front?
Two seconds
8. Why is timing a crucial part of negotiating

hazards?
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It helps you avoid braking early or so late that
you have to brake harshly
March 2022 Quiz
Roadcraft (2020) Chapter 7 : Maintaining
Vehicle Stability (pages 135 – 149)
1) Why will your vehicles stability be reduced
when you brake, accelerate or steer?
_________________________________
_________________________________
2) In what circumstances would you consider
turning of your vehicles safety features?
_________________________________
_________________________________
3) How does a traction control system work?
_________________________________
_________________________________
4) What is the best way of avoiding a skid?
_________________________________
_________________________________
5) What’s oversteer?
_________________________________
_________________________________
6) What do you need to be aware of if you
are driving an older vehicle without safety
features?
_________________________________
_________________________________
7) Where does aquaplaning occur?
_________________________________
_________________________________
8) Are wider or narrow tyres more likely to
aquaplane?
_________________________________
_________________________________
Newsletter Editor Val Jones
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