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Welcome to the October 2020 issue of the Bedford Group of the  
RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Newsletter. 

Main topics:  

       

Update from Amy Brant – Head of Driver Training -RoSPA 

View from the East – Simon Burgin Regional coordinator ( December edition) 

There’s hope for the future- Editor 

               

 

 
Val Jones           January 2021 
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Recent update from Amy Brant - RoSPA. 
Here’s news hot off the press…. 

Dear Chairman and Secretaries,  

Happy New Year. I hope you had a peaceful and safe 
festive break where possible. 

I wanted to update you on RoSPA’s guidance for tutoring 
and testing following the Government’s lockdown 
announcement. 

All tutoring and testing should now stop until further notice, 
both on bikes and in cars. Any planned ride-outs should 
also be cancelled or postponed. All group meetings should 
also now take place online only. 

We hope to begin training and testing again quickly when it 
is safe to do so, we will seek to review this around mid-
February and update with further details at this time.  

Please let members know that they will still need to go 
through the booking system for their retests if they receive 
their three-year reminder, as that will ensure they retain 
their last result and that they can be booked in as soon as 
it’s possible post-lockdown. 

In the meantime, please stay safe. 

Kind Regards, 

Amy Brant 

Head of Driver Training - RoSPA 

 

 

The next Committee Meeting is scheduled at 8 pm on 
Tuesday 26th January via Skype. 

______________________________________ 

Eastern Region Groups’ Newsletter 

View from the East - December 2020 

Here’s a copy of the Eastern region Newsletter from 
Simon Burgin our Eastern Region Coordinator.  

In the news:  

 

Annual Drink Driving Campaign: It will not surprise 
many of you that Policing nationally focusses more 
than ever on Drink and Drug driving at this festive 
time. Whilst I will be unable to give you the numbers 
until the New Year, what I can tell you is that so far, 
despite Covid Restrictions we are still seeing similar 
numbers of people being caught and prosecuted as in 
previous years.  

 

One case reported last week was the driver of an 
articulated goods vehicle (a 44ton truck) was caught 
with a breath alcohol limit of 130mg of breath. The 
legal limit is 35 per 100ml of breath, so more than 3 
times the legal limit and in charge of 44 tons of 
moving machinery. He was put before the court the 
following day and Magistrates sent him to prison.   

Me myself and I – Investigations: This month another 
of our fatal investigations was bought to a conclusion 
at Peterborough Crown Court.  

This collision involved a driver of a motorcar 
travelling on an urban road on a lovely sunny day.  

He failed to see a female pedestrian that was crossing 
the road from his right to left (thus across the full 
width of the carriageway) for 14 seconds. He struck 
the female who sadly died at the scene.  

The whole incident was captured on the drivers own 
Dash Cam, and makes for very scary viewing, as he 
made no attempt to avoid the pedestrian by reducing 
speed or adjusting his position.  

Whilst the investigation maintained a very wide view 
of all of the circumstances, the overriding factor that 
could not be ignored was that the offending driver’s 
eye sight. It was so poor that he was only able to read 
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a properly formatted vehicle number plate at 7 metres, 
yes just 7 metres. 

At 30 mph you cover about 13.5 metres per second, 
and with the average reaction time of 2 seconds for a 
driver, with such poor eye sight the collision was 
inevitable.  

He was sentenced to 15 months imprisonment 
suspended for 12 months, and disqualified from 
driving.      

Testing times: December saw just 3 tests for me, 1 car 
and 2 motorcycles, excellent results with each one.    

What’s Next?  

Christmas Duties: I had a late shift on Tuesday 22nd 
December so was out and about educating and 
enforcing. 2 vehicles taken off the road, 1 for no 
insurance and the other for No Insurance and No 
License. I issued another driver with a speeding ticket 
for 50mph on a 20mph limit, his excuse was his 
girlfriend had phoned him in a panic and was very 
upset as she thought her rabbit was dying, never a 
dull day. I am working a late shift as Collision 
Investigation cover on Christmas Day and then I have 
a nice break until the New Year.  

When I reflect on 2020 (avoiding the inevitable 
subject) it has been very busy. As Collision 
Investigators we average 6 fatal collision 
investigations per year (not including those that do 
not die and our crime work). This year I would have 
dealt with 11. Be in no doubt that every single one of 
them has been as a result of poor decisions leading to 
poor driving, as we say in advanced driving and riding 
circles “Fail to Plan – Plan to Fail”.  

I know many of you have had your training and 
testing interrupted, but I can assure you as soon as 
we can we will get back on track because every single 
mile tutored, every single mile tested, and every 
single mile driven at an advanced standard prevents 
or reduces the likelihood of you being the victim of a 
collision. 

Please keep in touch with your group, stay safe and I 
will see you at a meeting at some point in 2021.  

Simon Burgin 

 Eastern Region Co-Ordinator   

 

There’s Hope for the Future 

Since Simon released this we find ourselves in Lock 
down Number Three. 

During December many of us found ourselves moving 
up the tier system.  

Our holiday place in Orleton, Herefordshire was in 
Tier one when Stan and I left to return to Bedford to 
prepare for a small family get together for Christmas 
Day.  

 In the meantime Bedford had been “promoted from 
Tier 2, to Tier 3 for one evening before moving onto 
Tier 4 for the Christmas period until this most recent 
lockdown. 

Sadly Christmas day arrangements for the family were 
cancelled along with everyone else’s! 

Now we find ourselves in Lockdown number three.  

At least we now have the hang of it and there is the 
prospect of a vaccine helping to protect our loved 
ones on the horizon! 

All of us are looking forward to the opportunity of 
visiting friends and family, a meal in a restaurant, a 
trip to the theatre or concert. I am sure all of us would 
have little difficulty in drafting up wish lists of 
activities we have missed. 

The important consideration at present is keeping 
ourselves and our loved ones safe. 

 

Val Jones - Editor 

 

  

 


