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Welcome to the October 2020 issue of the Bedford Group of the  
RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Newsletter. 

Main topics:  

       

Report on Committee meeting via Skype on 24
th

 November  “Committee News” 

An introduction by our new secretary Martin Kidds 

View from the East – Simon Burgin Regional coordinator 

 “Snippets” recorded by the editor 

Personal Experiences : challenging drives 

Test yourself Q & A  

               

 

 
Val Jones           November 2020 

We would like to take this opportunity welcome Carol O Brian our latest new member. 
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Committee Meeting held via Skype on Tuesday 24th 
November 

RoSPA continues to recommend that any meetings are held 
remotely. 

Advanced driving sessions with associates remain on hold 
until advised by RoSPA that they can resume. 

The meeting was opened by Stan Jones our chairman and 
minutes taken by Martin Kidds our secretary. Martin offered 
to write a few words of introduction for the Newsletter.  

The next Committee Meeting is scheduled at 8 pm on 
Tuesday 26

th
 January via Skype. 

 

Hello from your new Secretary 

I just wanted to briefly introduce myself having joined the 
committee of the Bedford group at the AGM in September.  
With the enthusiasm and support of Stan and the 
committee I’m really enjoying the role.   

I first learnt about advanced driving from my driving 
instructor when taking lessons for my DSA test, who told 
me about the IAM test.  Fast forward from 1990 to 2006 
and I had finally acted on his suggestion, chosen RoSPA 
and at my first meeting the then chair of the South Devon 
group took me out on a demo drive around Exeter in his 
high performance Honda Accord.  It was an eye opener 
seeing the care and discipline he showed (and his 
enthusiasm for making safe progress when appropriate).  
The next drive in my elderly Sierra I sat bolt upright with 
my hands at ten to two throughout, with a new found 
awareness of the need for observation and forward 
planning!  After some wonderful tuition my first test came 
along that December and several retests have followed; 
I've also had the privilege of being on the committee in 
South Devon and as a Tutor both there and the group in 
North London and South Herts.  After a move to 
Bedfordshire to work for the RSPB at Sandy the demands 
of a young family delayed me somewhat but I finally found 
my way to the Bedford group and have enjoyed being a 
Tutor here too. 

It's great to be able to give something back to RoSPA 
after all I’ve gained through taking the advanced test and 
learning to improve my own driving.  I'm sure the group 
can continue to be a force for good in making our local 
roads a little safer and I hope when the current situation 
eases we can resume meeting in person and sharing our 

enjoyment of driving.  In the meantime let’s take care and 
stay safe out there! 

Martin Kidds 

______________________________________ 

Eastern Region Groups’ Newsletter 

View from the East - 2020 

Here’s a copy of the Eastern region Newsletter  

Hello and welcome.   

 Here we are again heading into what I hope will be 
the last lock down.   

Policing has a new set of rules to unpick and enforce 
but we are maintaining our ‘Engage, Educate and last 
resort Enforce’ mantra.  

 For the first time in all the years I have been involved 
in Road Safety ‘Road Safety GB’s’ (RSGB) annual 
conference only exists on-line. It is very good with 
industry leaders and Road Safety experts bring new 
ideas and discussing current trends, but I miss the 
opportunity to talk face to face with colleagues in the 
field. I often pick up little snippets that later become 
big news, it’s good to stay ahead of the game.    

 In the news:  

More Cops = Less Collisions (update): A big feature of 
the RSGB was a discussion and debate around 
enforcement, or lack of it. There is consensus on 
more visibility reduces KSi’s but how to achieve it is 
an ongoing battle.   

Me myself and I: In the end of October two of my own 
investigations have been in court for sentencing.   

The first was for a drug driver who orphaned two 
young children on the A141 at Chatteris receiving a 13 
year and 3 months conviction for Death by Dangerous 
Driving whilst over the prescribed limit on Drugs. The 
brief circumstances are that he fell asleep at the 
wheel and crossed into the opposing carriageway in 
his Iveco van, and went head on into a Ford Focus, 
which lead to the death of the parents of the two 
children, who were also in the car.  
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The second was another Death by Dangerous Driving 
whilst over the prescribed limit on Drugs and whilst 
un-insured. The circumstances are the same as 
above, with excess speed as another factor, she 
drove onto the wrong side of the road and struck a 
Mercedes Sprinter van coming the other way, her rear 
seat passenger died. She received a 13 year and 6 
months sentence.   

The maximum sentence is currently 14 years for 
causing Death by Dangerous Driving, and whilst I’d 
prefer that the collisions did not happen at all, it does 
serve as a small deterrent to some when these 
lengthy sentences are handed down.   

Testing times: October was a busy month for tests, 
mostly motorcycles. Not surprising when you think 
about the current risks around Covid and that the 
bikers want to get them in before the winter arrives.   

 What’s Next?   

Again, as soon as restrictions lift I will get around and 
see you all. Remember, please include me in your 
skype (others are available) meeting invites. If I am off 
duty, I will do my best to link in with you.   

 Please take care of yourselves, stay safe and keep in 
touch with one another. 

Simon Burgin   

Eastern Region Co-Ordinator 

 

Snippets” recorded by the editor 

New Technology 

 “The I” (INDEPENDENT) extract from MOTORING 5th 
November 2020 

Driverless cars may mean a new test ahead. Motorists will 
probably need more training to cope with the growth of 
driverless car technology, research suggests. 

A study of semi-autonomous cars would be need to be 
taught how to deal with the handover of control from 
vehicle to human Semi-autonomous technology has 
developed rapidly in recent years, with features such as 
keeping cars in lanes and controlling acceleration and 
braking. 

 

Care of the Road – Automated Lane Keeping 
Systems 

Grant Snapps, Secretary of state for Transport, 
announced in August the Government’s intention to allow 
the use of Automated Lane keeping Systems (ALKS) on 
UK roads. In practical terms, this would see the first fully 
automated driving system where the driver is not in control 
of the vehicle. 

Driver opinion seems to be split on the use of autonomous 
driving systems. A recent RoSPA twitter poll found that 58 
per cent of respondents thought that they were a good 
idea and would reduce collisions. 

My view is that I like to take control of my vehicle.  On 
motorways I find that when overtaking the steering wheel 
has a tendency to pull when overtaking hence I choose to 
switch the lane system off. 

 

Daily Mail  October 24th 2020 

Cancelled Event – Royal Automobile Club 

Unfortunately the Royal Automobile Club had to cancel 
the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run Due to be held 
on Sunday 1

st
 November because of Covid 19. The 

event has run uninterrupted since 1947. 
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The Times October 5th 2020 

 

Electric cars are cheaper in the long run, study 
finds 

Battery- powered family cars are cheaper to own and run 
than petrol and diesel equivalents, according to a study. 

It found that common mid-size cars could be £131 a month 
cheaper to maintain than those with a combustion engine. 

Small battery powered cars remained more expensive than 
their fossil fuel equivalents, but the gap in ownership costs 
disappeared after 4 years. 

The financial benefit of owning an electric car increased the 
further and longer they were driven because of the lack of 
fuel costs and cheaper maintenance and tax. Electric cars 
also hold their value for longer 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

“The I” (INDEPENDENT) 11th November 2020 

 

Five Ways to Cut the Cost of Motoring 

1) Don’t simply accept the auto- renewal quote from your 
insurer 

2) Check the tyres. Underinflated tyres are one of the 
biggest causes of using excess fuel. As well as being 
potentially dangerous, underinflated tyres are more 
susceptible to damage from potholes and other road 
imperfections. 

3) Claim for pothole damage. The RAC says drivers may 
be able to claim compensation if a pothole causes 
damage to your car though the chances of your claim 
being successful depends on whether the pothole has 
been reported. 

4) Get cashback on fuel. Some credit card companies 
offer cashback on purchases including fuel. With fuel 
being the biggest regular cost of motoring, it’s worth 
looking into cashback. 

5) Consider and electric vehicle. While the initial purchase 
price is higher than a conventional car, this is usually 
offset in the long run by lower running costs 

 

Editor 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Extracts from Care of the Road (October 2020) 

Recent tweets 

(Sept 11
th
)The use of both hand- held and hands-free 

mobile equipment whilst driving is a significant distraction 
and increases your risk of crashing. The safest option is to 
not to use any mobile equipment and only check your 
phone after your journey 

 

Personal Experiences 

 

Challenging Drives 

 

Have any of you driven the Hard Knott Pass in Cumbria I 
wonder? We recently sampled the delights in October. 

 

 

Your chairman Stan drove needless to say. It was quite 
enough for me to be the passenger. 

There were times when we couldn’t see beyond the car 
bonnet  

The pass is really challenging. In fact one couple we met 
were unfortunate enough to get a puncture. There was no 
phone signal to get help.  

Stan took the chap to the highest point by car so that he 
could call the rescue services, but it took some time for 
them to understand his location. 

It was not possible to turn the car round, so the chap 
walked back to his car and disgruntled wife! 



The Bedford Group of RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders                                                                                                                              5 

Members Newsletter – November 2020 

 

All content is the opinion of the contributor or the Newsletter Editor. It is not necessarily the official view of the committee of the Bedford 
Group of RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders, RoSPA or any other body or individual 

 

 

______________________________________ 

 

The Burway in Shropshire is another favourite 
challenging drive. The road is very narrow and pretty 
steep (up to 20%) Inexperienced drivers are cautioned not 
to drive this road in any condition as it is single track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The road is located above Carding Mill Valley starting 
from Church Stretton, this ancient road leads up to the 

plateau on the Long Mynd, at 492 metres (1,614 ft) above 
sea level. The ascent is 3.24 km long. Over this distance 
the elevation gain is 281 metres. The average percentage 
is 8.6%, but the maximum grade is over 20%. You need to 
be very careful to remember the last passing point as it 
can get very hairy when two vehicles meet. There’s a very 
steep drop on the passenger side! 

 

It’s really beautiful when you reach the top, particularly 
when the heather is in bloom. 

At the top you will come across some parking areas. It’s 

well worth while taking a few moments to take in the view 
or for the more adventurous, put on your walking boots! 

 

Question & Answer 

We all know that we should “never drive so fast that you 
cannot stop safely within the distance you can see to be 
clear on your side of the road.”  P.106 “Roadcraft -The 
Police Driver’s Handbook.” (2013) 

Test Yourself 

Do you know your safe stopping distance? (For some 
reason I find these difficult to remember so whilst I was 
refreshing my memory I decided to include it in my short 
quiz) 

 What is the typical stopping distance for 30 mph? 

 What is the typical stopping distance for 50 mph? 

(If you need to check see p.42 of the Official Highway 
Code) 

You will of course need to increase this distance in the 
case of wet or icy roads. 

Allow at least a two second gap between you and the 
vehicle in front. The gap should be at least doubled 
on wet roads (p.42 The Official Highway Code) 

The Highway Code also stipulates what you must do 
when driving in adverse weather conditions.  rule 229 
p.77 

(If you think in a logical sequence it is easier to come up 
with the answers) 
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 You must be able to……  

 You must ensure……  

 Make sure…….  

 Remove all …… 

 Check your …. 

 

What does a driver need to consider when driving in icy or 
snowy weather? 

The Highway Code (rule 230) lists 6 bullet points. 

How many can you think of? 

1__________________________________ 

2__________________________________ 

3__________________________________ 

4__________________________________ 

5__________________________________ 

6__________________________________ 
 

Editor 

N.B. If you have any ideas for driving related 
questions to include in our Newsletter please feel free 
to forward them. 

On a lighter note…… 

 

So you think you have had a bad day?? 

Consider these two drivers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those who would like to update their knowledge a new 
“Roadcraft – The Police Driver’s Handbook” has been 
released as of 26

th
 October 2020 


