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Welcome to the August 2020 issue of the Bedford Group of the
RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Newsletter.
Main topics:

Formal notice of Annual General Meeting
Chairman’s Chatter
Report on Committee Meeting via Skype Tuesday 28th July “Committee News”
Update from RoSPA re Coronavirus
“Snippets” recorded by the editor
Test yourself Q & A

Val Jones

August 2020

The AGM is scheduled for 8pm on Tuesday 15th September and will be held through
Skype. Members are invited to join the meeting using the link below. The link
also appears on the notice of the AGM which is attached.
https://join.skype.com.neiOqBLBFdQB
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Chairman’s Chatter
The last time I wrote a chairman’s chatter was in
early March and hasn’t a lot happened since then.
At that time I wrote about milder winters and
hotter, wetter summers. Well some of those
certainly been seen this year although my garden
could definitely do with some more rain. It just
shows that it is not just when driving that, without
careful planning, the unexpected can happen. I
am not commenting here about the preparedness
or otherwise of the public bodies, but in terms of
individuals preparedness for such changes to our
lives and the resilience in ourselves. Hopefully
soon we can look forward to more abundance in
our lives.
Within RoSPA there was an understandable
decision that Group’s such as ours must cease all
in-car tuition, Better Driving Courses and face to
face meetings. Recently RoSPA has issued a
framework for Group Committees to re-start
activities with a whole host of additional
measures, such as wiping surfaces in cars,
including door handles, and the considerations
around the wearing of face covering for in-car
tuition to re-commence. Further details of the
new protocols can be found elsewhere in the
newsletter but I wish to re-iterate the important
part of this protocol is that both the associate and
the tutor must be comfortable with re-starting incar training.
During this period we had to, necessarily,
postpone the AGM and I am very grateful to the
existing committee members who have stayed on
the Committee to continue to run the Group
including taking important and difficult decisions
about when, as a Group, we would be happy to
recommence in-car training. We have continued
our meetings using Skype thanks to Stan’s ever
agile ability to adapt and set up these meetings
and to all Committee members who have adapted
to using this new technology. The delayed AGM
will also be held on Skype on 15th September.

The formal notification of the AGM is distributed
with this newsletter and a link to join the Skype
meeting will be sent to all members.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to Ann
Essen who after serving the advanced driving
community for many decades through the RoSPA
Advanced Drivers and Riders Association and its
predecessors has resigned from the Committee.
Since the last newsletter we have also received
the resignation from the Group from Adrian
Bailey. Adrian was a founding member of the
Bedford Group and has served as committee
member, treasurer and tutor as well as being an
all-round experienced and knowledgeable driver
who I often relied upon to discuss the finer points
of advanced driving. Many thanks Adrian.
Please do keep safe and look out for each other.
Advanced Driving is largely about managing and
reducing the risks to ourselves and others and
this aim has never seemed more appropriate for
all aspects of our lives.
Steve
_______________________________________
Committee News
Report on Committee meeting via Skype on Tuesday
th
28 July.
At present RoSPA recommends meetings are held
remotely but it is hoped to return to face to face meetings
when possible.

Guidance from NASP (National Associations Strategic
Partnership) produced guidelines of some 7 pages. They
advise to follow all Government and Health and safety
advice as the priority must be for the health and safety of
all.

The circulation of the RoSPA update and the NASP
guidelines was used to inform discussions to help groups

All content is the opinion of the contributor or the Newsletter Editor. It is not necessarily the official view of the committee of the Bedford
Group of RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders, RoSPA or any other body or individual

The Bedford Group of RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders

3

Members Newsletter – August 2020

formulate risk assessment guidelines following Covid -19
for future advanced tutoring.

Update from RoSPA re Coronavirus

A number of the recommendations were agreed:

As noted in June’s newsletter the government announced
the restart of driving tests, advanced driver tutoring and
testing as of Saturday July the 4th.

• It was agreed that both tutor and associate need to feel
comfortable to resume driving taking into account their
individual circumstances.

Tutors will make contact

• The use of masks is recommended though this can
present some difficulties particularly if glasses are warn.

Tutors will make contact with their associates in due
course to discuss the possibility of resuming advanced
driving lessons and the precautionary measures in place.

• It is suggested tutors meet at the car when possible.
• Sanitise hands and door handles.
• Debrief outside the car and avoid facing one another
where possible.

“Snippets” recorded by the editor

• Tutor to provide progress report digitally via email

“The I” (INDEPENDENT) extract from the News Matrix
30th June 2020

• At the end of the lesson wash your hands or use sanitiser.

MOTs will be mandatory again from August

AGM
The committee discussed arrangements for the AGM.
The AGM agenda is attached.

Mandatory MOT’s for vehicles in Britain are being
reintroduced amid safety concerns. Roads minister
Baroness Vere said that vehicles that are due to take the
test from 1st August will need to pass it to stay on the
road. A six month exemption has been in place since 30th
march as part of the efforts to halt the spread of Covid-19.

You are most welcome to join the meeting.
Make a note of 8pm on Tuesday 15th September and
just click on the link to join the meeting!

“The I” (INDEPENDENT) Extract from Transport July 1
2020

st

https://join.skype.com.neiOqBLBFdQB
______________________________________________

Congratulations Steve
I am sure you would all like to join the committee with our
congratulations to Steve Davy our chairman. Not only has
he managed to find a buyer for his house he has
managed to find a new home in Wales! As meetings are
presently through Skype Steve has agreed to continue to
offer his support as Chairman in the interim. There will be
a vacancy for a new chair which will be raised at the AGM

Editor

E scooters to be made legal on UK roads to ease
pressure on public transport
Rental e scooters became legal on UK roads for the first
th
time on Saturday 4 July 2020. The government hopes to
ease pressure on public transport amid the coronavirus
crisis. New regulations will allow trials of rental e scooters
in England Scotland and Wales.

The scooters will not be allowed on pavements and will be
limited to 15.5mph. Riders are recommended to wear
helmets.
Users will need full or provisional car, motorcycle or
moped licence to take part in the trials and must be aged
16 or over.
The trials are due to last 12 months and are designed to
help understand whether the devices will reduce motor
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traffic as well as their impact on safety for their users and
others.

______________________________________________

Thanks to Tony Glasson for highlighting the new
roundabout in Cambridge!
This roundabout is based on a Dutch model which gives
cyclists right of way on both the outer ring and across
each of the four approach roads.
The Fendon Road Interchange also includes zebra
crossings. Motorists have to give way to pedestrians and
cyclists

Courting Disaster
A thirty year old Builder from Southampton has been
banned from driving for 16 months after riding on an electric
scooter on a dual carriageway whilst drunk. The 30 year old
man was sentenced to 8 weeks in jail, suspended from
driving for two years and fined £455.
A cyclist was fined £50 after he was caught riding the wrong
way around the M25. The man defended himself by saying
he had run out of petrol and was going to get some.

Question & Answer
It was suggested at the committee meeting that a
question and answer section could be included in
future newsletters.
Any contributions/questions would be appreciated!

Test yourself
Can you say what these road signs mean?

1) _____________________________________
2) _____________________________________
3) _____________________________________
4) _____________________________________
5) _____________________________________
6) _____________________________________
While cyclists have priority, they must slow down to check
cars are stopping before they cross each exit. The lane
widths and geometry have been changed to discourage
faster driving

7) _____________________________________
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Extracts from Care of the Road (June 2020)
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Confused? I’m not surprised!!
Editor
_______________________________________________
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