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Welcome to the June 2020 issue of the Bedford Group of the  
RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders Newsletter. 

The committee would like to convey our sincere condolences to Rosmary who sadly lost her husband on 
Wednesday 20th of May. Flowers were sent on behalf of the group with our best wishes. 

Main topics:  

 

Report on Committee Meeting via Skype (Trial run Wed 10th June for meeting on the 16th 
June) 

“Snippets” recorded by the editor 

View From the East- Article from Simon Burgin Eastern Region Co-Ordinator   

              Update from RoSPA re post Coronavirus 

 

 
Val Jones           June 2020 

 



 

Committee News 

Report on Committee meeting via Skype (Trial run Wed 
10th June for meeting on the 16th June) 

In these unusual times a committee meeting was held via 
Skype. 

A couple of snap shots of some of the committee members 

Top row - Val Jones (myself newsletter editor), Alan 
Freeman (webmaster), Jenny Holliday (newly appointed 
tutor) 

Row 2 – David Chamberlain (Training Coordinator) & Steve 
Davy (Our Chairman) 

Row 4 – David Worgan (Treasurer), Stan Jones (Secretary 
as well as my better half!) 

 

 

 

At the meeting a donation of £100 was agreed as an 
acknowledgement for the use of Elstow vestry for 
committee meetings. We look forward to resuming our “in 
person” meetings in the future. 

Given the present uncertainty it was decided that the Better 
Driving Course will be put on hold until cleared by RoSPA. 
The subject will be raised again at the next meeting if this is 
thought appropriate.  

The Elstow May Festival was unfortunately cancelled due to 
the Coronavirus. Given the uncertainty it was felt that rather 
than join the Autumn Festival, the group could leave 
involvement in any festival until May next year. 

A members meeting held at the fire HQ was enjoyed by 
many. Tony Gabb, regional Senior Examiner presented to 
the group and made himself available for individual 
questions. It was suggested that a further opportunity for 
members to meet up could be arranged in about six 
months’ time. This will be discussed further at our next 
Skype committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday 28th July. 

David Worgan presented last year’s audited accounts which 
were formally accepted by the committee. 

As a group we are unfortunate to lose the valued services 
of Adrian Bailey who has been a member of the group from 
the outset. He has been treasurer, tutor and valued 
committee member. I’m sure you would want to join the 
committee in wishing him well in his retirement. 

Editor 

 

 

“Snippets” recorded by the editor 

New Drivers on the Road 

The Times 12 May 2020 
 

Graeme Paton a Transport Correspondent cites that more 
than 11,000 new drivers were banned from the road last 
year after falling foul of motoring laws. 

An average of 30 novice motorists- those with less than 
two years’ experience- had their licence revoked every 
day last year for a series of misdemeanours including 
driving without insurance and speeding. 

Under existing laws, drivers are typically banned from the 
road after accumulating 12 penalty points, but for new 
drivers it takes only six points before they lose their 
licence. 

Renewing your licence during the Covid-19 
pandemic 

From the RoSPA website. 

There have been reports of some drivers having problems 
renewing their driving licences on line e.g. if you don’t 
have a passport. The DVLA have been having problems 
processing paper applications but are accepting paper 
applications where drivers are unable to use on line 
services. 

From www.gov.uk 
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You cannot apply on line if your name or title has 
changed. You must renew your photocard licence every 
10 years. You should notify the DVLA if you change your 
address. You can be fined up to £1,000 if you do not tell 
DVLA when your address changes. There is no cost for 
this service. You must also update your vehicles log book 
if you are the registered keeper and vehicle tax Direct 
Debit (if that’s how you pay.) If you want to change your 
photo at the same time when you update your address, if 
your licence is valid for at least two years you will have to 
renew it to change your photo. If it’s valid for less than two 
years you can update your photo when you update your 
address. This will cost £14.00.There is no fee if you are 
over 70. 

 

 You will receive a reminder before your current licence 
ends. You need to renew your driving licence when you 
reach 70 or over every three years. You can still drive 
whilst waiting for your new licence. 

 

Licence renewal at 70 

RoSPA have been made aware of a number of websites 
offering licence renewal at 70 for a fee, usually in 

exchange for an “application checking service.” RoSPA 
understands that this fee is non- refundable. 

You don’t need to use such websites as you can renew 
your driving licence on line for free if you are 70 or over 
(https://www.gov.uk/renew-driving-licence-at-70) 

 

 

Are you looking forward to taking your car out of 
the garage? 

Is your vehicle ready for the road? 

Many of our cars have been sitting in the garage during the 
lock down or may have only been for short rides to the 
supermarket so perhaps now is the time to give it an extra 
check before embarking on journeys. 

Your usual powder check (p.256 Roadcraft) could be 
supplemented with double checking the battery, brakes and 
hand brake which can stick after resting for longer periods. I 
know my electronic handbrake didn’t engage after my car 
had had a rest in the garage for a number of weeks/months. 

Are you ready to drive? 

If you haven’t driven for a while, be mindful that many 
others are in the same boat so it may pay to be extra 
vigilant. The mantra “be alert” is a good one to remember 
on the roads particularly at present until everyone gets used 
to driving again. 

 

Extracts from Care of the Road (June 2020) 

RoSPA Road Safety Tweet 

22nd April 

Your, car van or motorcycle MOT expiry date will be 
extended by 6 months if it was due on or after 30

th
 March 

2020. However you must ensure your car is in a roadworthy 
condition. 

 

Reasons to be cheerful during the Covid -19 lockdown 
(from Care of the Road) 

1. Air pollution has been drastically reduced. The 
smog over Beijing revealing a clear view of the 
Himalayas. Smog over Mumbai and San Francisco 
was replaced by crystal clear air. 

2. Technology has come to the fore for a lot of 
businesses/ schools releasing travelling time in 
favour of video conferencing. 

3. More cyclists have been evident on our roads and 
cycle tracks. Many people have had more 
exercise so are much fitter. 

 

Interesting question from Care of the Road in 
Ask Anita. “Would you advise that I install two 
new tyres on the front or back axle for best 
effect?” 

If the vehicle handbook does not provide any specific 
advice, the general recommendation from leading tyre 
safety organisations and manufacturers is that new tyres 
should be installed on the rear axle. This 
recommendation applies regardless of whether the car is a 
front or rear wheel drive. The reason given for this is that 
tyres with deeper tread are better at displacing water and 
give better grip. Best tyres on the back will favour 
understeer rather than oversteer when grip is limited such 
as in very wet or cold conditions. Over steer is much harder 
to control than understeer generally speaking. 

Editor 

_______________________________________________ 

View from the East  

March 2020  

This article was forwarded for our newsletter by 
Simon Burgin - Eastern Region Co-Ordinator) just 
before just before the lockdown 

This month in the news.  

So far in Cambridgeshire during the first week of lock 
down we have had 3 fatal road traffic collision, with 



 

several more serious life changing injury crashes. Strange 
when you consider road user volume is down. The overall 
trend for people caught drinking and driving nationally in 
2019 is static, sadly however the number of people 
involved in collisions having consumed alcohol or drugs is 
on the rise. Remember, this is on the back of fewer Roads 
Policing Officers nationally out on our roads to catch them 
in the act.  

 

In the news: 

Cambridge City Centre has just seen its first proper visit by 
Extinction Rebellion, whereby they commenced a week-
long demonstration by occupying a junction on the ring road 
in Cambridge forcing diversions for commuters and the 
local Park and Ride bus service. The pressure is on to find 
a way forward to maintain our ability to remain flexible in our 
approach to travel whilst looking after our planet. The 
government is consulting on bringing forward the ban on 
diesel and petrol cars to hit CO2 targets. Couple this with 
the first of many steps to bring in mandatory speed 
restriction devices on vehicles by 2022, the motoring world 
as we know it is about to change.  

 

ISA’s (intelligent Speed Assist). In order for new cars to 
meet ‘European Type Approval Standards’ all cars will have 
to have a mandatory excess speed detection and warning 
system or ISA’s (Intelligent Speed Assist). From 2022 all 
new cars will have ISA’s.  The GPS or speed limit 
recognition camera will know where you are and what 
speed you should be doing. If you exceed the speed limit 
then a visual and audible warning will be activated in the 
vehicle to tell you. The system will not apply the brakes, but 
it will reduce engine power and prevent the breach. 
Furthermore, all such information will be available to 
download by enforcement agencies such as the police. It is 
anticipated that this will reduce casualties by as much as 
30%.  

 

SOS. The police are beginning to receive more notifications 
from vehicles that are involved in a collision by the vehicles 
own SOS system. This is another feature that should have 
been mandatory in all new vehicles from March 2018. We 
have had several notifications since the start of this year, 
where the vehicle has activated an airbag or detected rapid 
deceleration and alerted the emergency services via the 
SOS system. It is thought that the system will save 
countless lives as it will enable the emergency services to 
pinpoint exactly where, what and who is involved, which 
should see the correct resources reaching any casualties 
quicker. Some but not all of the systems are audio capable 
so a police or ambulance control room operator will be able 
to hear what is going on in the car. 

 

Weather or not….. 

As a Police Officer we often don’t get to choose what 
conditions we work in. We have to take it as we find it. I was 
called out from home at 2am a quite few Sundays ago as a 
result of a fatal road traffic collision in Peterborough. 
Unfortunately for me the scene was very challenging as this 
particular Sunday was in the middle of Storm Dennis. 
Ordinarily as a collision investigator we mark up our 
collision scenes with road stud markers (we went away from 
using paint some time ago). The camera and digital laser 
scanner picks up the markers really well in the dark, but 
then you would expect that as they are the same as the 
ones used on motorways and dual carriageways to show up 
the lanes and edge of carriageway.  Having walked through 
the scene of the collision and built up a mental picture of the 
evidence I began to place out my markers. Having placed 
the first ½ dozen on the road surface I watched in horror as 
“Dennis” blew them to the kerb edge, I then had to chase 
them down the carriageway as they joined the flow of water 
at the roadside formed by the torrential rain. Thankfully the 
drain covers were to narrow so I manage to recover them 
all. Much of the vehicle debris had been blown around from 
where it should have been so the pattern that would 
normally form in these circumstances were not present. 
Thankfully the nearby road works signage that had blown 
over did avail me some sandbags to enable me to wedge 
the scanner tripod legs firmly to the ground.  Both the 
scanner and I narrowly avoided 7 or 8 roofing tiles crashing 
on the pavement adjacent to where I was set up. We were 
then entertained by an 8x10ft road works metal hording 
lifting off and flying happily into a neighbouring public car 
park. No two collisions are the same, but this one was quite 
remarkable for very different reasons.   

 

Testing times.  

A good smattering of tests completed in the Cambridge 
area up until the cessation of testing operations nationally. I 
am always so pleased when those that have taken up the 
challenge to become a better driver or rider go on to take 
the test. Your first step is to pass, and to pass well, which in 
the majority of cases is exactly what happens.  

 

Running out of time.  

I completed the Cambridge Half Marathon. This is the 2nd 
time I have taken up the challenge. My running began when 
I ran the London Marathon for the Road Victims Trust, a 
charity that provides support for families and witnesses who 
find themselves involved in fatal collisions.  I had a target 
time of 2 hours 30 minutes, and to run all the way. I just 
missed it by 4 minutes but took 22 minutes out of my 2019 
time.  
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What’s Next?  

I should have begun my yearly travels to come and see 
your groups and get to meet some of you. Sadly this is on 
hold at the moment. The good news is however that due to 
the cancellation of leave for some Police Officers I will have 
days to take and take them I will to get around and see you 
all as soon as the restrictions are lifted. In the meantime 
can I encourage you all to consider “virtual meetings” using 
‘Facebook Live’ or ‘Skype’ there are so many other 
platforms you could use. It is a great way to stay in touch 
with your teams and membership. The Cambridgeshire 
Group managed one such meeting last weekend with a 
guest speaker so it can be done. (Editor’s note: Our last 
committee meeting was held via Skype) 

Please take care of yourselves, stay safe and keep in touch 
with one another.  

 

Simon Burgin  

Eastern Region Co-Ordinator   

_______________________________________________ 

Resources   

Please remember the free RoSPA  e-newsletter covering all 
safety matters including road-safety for all RoADAR 
members.   

RoSPA's premier health & safety newsletter brings you the 
very latest safety news, expert views and advice.   

Every issue includes news on road safety, workplace, home 
and public safety, also details of events you will find 
interesting! When you sign up you'll receive access to an 
exclusive collection of e- books covering a wide range of 
health and safety topics.   

Don't miss out, sign-up via https://www.rospa.com/safety-
matters   

______________________________________________ 

Update from RoSPA re- post Coronavirus 

Good News! 

RoSPA have announced that advanced tutoring and 
driving can restart from Saturday 4th of July with the 
proviso that all parties are happy to do so as long as it’s 
safe within COVID-19 arrangements. 

RoSPA advises that each group should conduct their own 
risk assessments for the group and each tutor. This will be 
based on the guidance that the DVSA/ Government 
guidance which is anticipated to be released shortly. 
Hence it would be prudent to hold back tutoring and 
driving until appropriate risk assessments are in place. 

Needless to say the needs of any tutor or driver, shielding 
for any reason will be respected since the decision to 
resume tutoring and driving will be down to individuals. 

Driving Tests have been on hold during the pandemic. If 
your renewal during this time, the grace period of three 
months will have been extended.  

 

MEETINGS 

RoSPA advises that Group meetings continue to be held 
remotely as far as possible. Hence we can confirm that 
our committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday 28

th
 July 

will be through Skype as planned.  

AGM  

Some of you may be aware that the AGM was due to be 
held in May. This was held in abeyance until clarification 
from RoSPA was provided. The format and date of the 
AGM will be agreed at the next committee meeting. 

Editor 

_______________________________________________ 

Thank you to our webmaster for this one! 

 


